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    Elgin County Helps Businesses Access Foreign Markets  

Elgin County Economic Development is 

pleased to present the ninth installment of 

the Elgin County Conference Series,  

Accessing Foreign Markets. The  

conference will be held on Tuesday  

November 24 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the 

St. Thomas Golf and Country Club.  

Elgin County recognizes that navigating 

the world of foreign exports can be a 

daunting and complex task for small and 

medium-sized operations. Local  

businesses are producing world-class 

goods, but how can they get these goods 

onto the world market? Accessing Foreign 

Markets is a one-day interactive workshop 

designed to give local businesses the 

strategies they need to navigate  

international regulations and get their  

products distributed. Hear from  

government representatives, global  

business experts, and local producers who 

are already exporting Elgin products all 

over the world.  

“Tapping into foreign markets is an  

opportunity for Elgin County businesses to 

increase their revenue and thus generate 

economic growth for the region,” said Alan 

Smith, General Manager of Economic  

Development for the County. “Elgin  

County’s goal is to support local business 

and we are pleased to be able to provide 

the tools that businesses need to grow.” 

For more information about the conference 

or to register visit: http://

www.progressivebynature.com/conference 

or call 519-631-1460 ext. 168.  

http://progressivebynature.com/conference
http://progressivebynature.com/conference
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  Business Resource 
   First Elgincentives Grants Awarded   

Elgin County Economic Development is pleased 

to announce that Laurence Grant of  

Dutton-Dunwich and Great Lakes Farms of 

Southwold are the first successful applicants for 

funding under the new Elgincentives Community 

Improvement Plan (CIP).  

Mr. Grant has been approved for façade,  

building improvement, and energy efficiency 

grants in the amount of $15,000. These funds 

will be used for the restoration of the former Iona 

General Store. The completed project will  

include a refurbished store, an enhanced façade, 

and a bed and breakfast. 

"The grant from Elgincentives will facilitate  

important transformations in this historic Elgin 

County building,” said Mr. Grant. “The repairs will 

turn an eyesore into a showpiece, make the 

main floor of the building useable once again as 

a commercial space, and will make it possible to 

open a bed and breakfast facility catering to  

tourists on the old Highway 3 route. In 2016, the 

old Iona General store will come back from the 

brink." 

Great Lakes Farms was approved for building 

conversion and Savour Elgin/Elgin Arts Trail  

supplemental grants in the amount of $11,500. 

These funds will be used for the conversion of 

the Great Lakes Farms barn into a cold storage 

facility.  This conversion will help to extend the 

retail and tourism seasons for the business. 

“The Elgincentives funding will help Great Lakes 

Farms provide local food to Southwold and Elgin 

County residents for a longer period of time 

throughout the year, as well as provide healthy 

produce to the school nutrition program,” said 

owner MaryAnne Van De Gevel. “Great Lakes 

will be able to provide greater local employment 

and attract more visitors to the County as a  

result of this investment.”  

The Elgincentives CIP offers financial incentives 

that cover up to 50% of eligible costs to a  

maximum of $15,000 per project. Businesses will 

qualify for Elgincentives provided that they meet 

certain criteria and are located in one of the  

following areas: Downtowns; agricultural areas; 

and, ports and lakeshore areas. 

Grants are available for façade, signage, and 

property improvements; building improvements/

restorations; building conversions/expansions; 

energy efficiency retrofits; feasibility and design 

studies; and outdoor art projects. Supplemental 

grants are available for multiple property owners 

or tenants looking to implement a coordinated 

approach to improvement projects and to  

members of the Savour Elgin and Elgin Arts Trail 

programs. 

Visit the Elgincentives website for more  

information or e-mail jdias@elgin.ca. 

http://www.elgincentives.ca
mailto:jdias@elgin.ca
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  Business Profile 
   2015 Elgin County Holiday Gift Guide  

Shop close to home this holiday season and give your gifts a distinctly local flare. Shopping in Elgin 

County will save you time and give you the opportunity to purchase original, hand-crafted products 

while supporting small business. The main streets of Elgin County’s towns and villages are the  

perfect places to pick up gifts that are truly one-of-a-kind and are sure to please everyone on your 

list. Throughout November and December Elgin County will be featuring unique gift ideas on  

Facebook and Twitter. Follow the #ShopElgin hashtag to see what we feature or use it yourself to 

show us what you have bought!  

Authentic British Treats – A Bit of Brit 

Surprise a British expat with a taste of home or introduce a friend to a treat from jolly old England! 

A Bit of Brit in Sparta, carries authentic British chocolates, candies, teas, crisps, biscuits, and  

collectible gift items.  

https://www.facebook.com/A-BIT-of-BRIT-472229039598921/
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Gourmet Sea Salt - Pepper Tree Spice 

Company 

Surprise the foodie in your life with a jar of gourmet sea 

salt from the Pepper Tree Spice Company in Port Stanley. 

Choose from a variety of exciting flavours including  

Himalayan Pink Salt, Bonfire Smoked Sea Salt, and Black 

Lava Salt. While there, check out a wide selection of  

organic spices  and get your purchases beautifully  

gift-wrapped on-site.  

 

Fresh Nicaraguan Coffee – Village 

Square Coffee House  

When you buy Las Chicas Coffee from the Village Square 

Coffee House in Port Stanley, you are supporting  

communities in Nicaragua. The coffee is bought directly 

from farmers and freshly ground each day.  

 

Local Artisan Crafts – The Village Collective  

Elgin County is home to a multitude of talented artisans and  

crafters. Step back in time and do your holiday shopping in the 

historic Village of Sparta. Choose from a selection of  

handmade soaps and fragrances, works of art from local  

painters, handmade jewellery, and clothing at the Village  

Collective, your one-stop shop for all your local Christmas 

needs.   

http://peppertreespice.com/
http://peppertreespice.com/
http://www.villagesquarecoffeehouse.com/local-flavour
http://www.villagesquarecoffeehouse.com/local-flavour
http://www.thevillagecollective.com/
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Shea Butter Soaps – Butter Me Up Soap Company  

Located in downtown Aylmer the Butter Me Up Soap Company sells handmade soaps crafted with 

the highest quality, moisture rich oils and luxurious Shea Butter to keep your skin soft and supple 

year round. Choose from unique scents such as Pumpkin, Lemongrass Coconut, White Chocolate 

Raspberry and more!   

 

Flavoured Caramels – Century Chocolates  

Buy that special someone a box of decadently delicious handmade flavoured caramels from  

Century Chocolates in West Lorne. Using only the highest quality chocolate and the gooiest  

caramel these treats are sure to make anyone melt! Chocolates are available by order only or in 

small quantities from Tasty Sweets Café and Bakery in West Lorne or at Canadale Nursery in St. 

Thomas every weekend in November.  

For more great gift ideas visit the Elgin County Tourism website.  

http://www.buttermeupsoapcompany.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CenturyChocolates/
http://www.elgintourist.com/Tourism/Shopping
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